Urban Laboratories and the African City: Laboratory, Field-Site, and Radical Localism in the History of Urban Planning in Kampala, Uganda
What insights might be gained about a science and technology studies of the built environment if we direct our focus to that group of urban laboratories that concern themselves with third world cities? Current population estimates indicate that, as of 2007, over half of the world’s people live in cities and that the majority of urban growth is now taking place in the developing world (UNFPA 2007). In addition to this trend, it appears that megacities are no longer the engines of this global urbanization process but rather medium and smaller cities, with populations of 500,000 or fewer, are experiencing at least half of the urban growth and now host about 52% of the world’s urban residents. The variety of contemporary urban laboratories involved in the planning, building, and rehabilitation of third world cities ranges widely, including: international development agencies (The World Bank and UN-Habitat); bilateral aid agencies (CIDA, DIFID, USAID, SIDA); Northern academic institutions; national government ministries; local government offices; and private developers. Unlike metropolitan cities, where urban laboratories have enduring government mandates or ongoing relationships with local universities, the emergence and reproduction of urban laboratories in third world cities tends to be project-driven and more ephemeral. 
By examining the emergence of urban laboratories in Kampala, Uganda the paper addresses several issues relevant in translating the concept of laboratory to the urban built environment. The ‘fact’ of overwhelming numbers of labor migrants from Northern Uganda, encouraged by British colonial economic ventures within Kampala, was prevalent in the earliest urban research reports. Ideas about the necessity of racial segregation to promote hygiene, coupled with the unnaturalness of Africans’ presence in cities, guided urban planning within the Kampala City Council and Makerere University—the earliest urban laboratories which emerged as part of the colonial government. While it may be easier to understand these institutions as ‘centers of calculation’ during the colonial period, contemporary urban laboratories are similarly structured in that theory, techniques, and knowledge are created in the ‘home office’ located in places like Washington, D.C. and Geneva, and implemented among all the countries receiving aid packages. It is not clear that processes of laboratorization actually take place in Kampala in the same sense that Gieryn (2006) describes for Chicago and Los Angeles; the shuttling between laboratory and field-site breaks down as Kampala is not easily ‘made’ in the laboratory. Unlike the metropolitan city in which the urban laboratory lies adjacent to its object of study, and is fully embedded in the built environment, the prospects for local collaboration are less likely in the third world ‘project city.’ Kampala seems to be a good example of the ‘non-laboratory’ (Latour 1987), a site that is definitively local, allowing the laboratory to act at a distance. 
